VOGA NEWS

Partnering to bring hope and change to
precious lives — one by one.

STAFF ON BREAK

The Philippines school year is very different to the Australian
school year. Students begin sometime in June each year (except
during the COVID recovery years). The school year then finishes
in March with many graduations happening in late March or early
April.

The Bright Lights staff had a very busy and productive year in
2024-25, including a major organizational restructure as well as
starting a new school. They are now enjoying a break before
getting back to the chalkface (or is the whiteboard face now?)
later this month.

During this break some of the staff spent time together on a
vacation trip to Elyu, the northern surf capital of the Philippines.
They enjoyed themselves visiting the beach, swimming at a
waterfall and eating grapes at a vineyard — all the things they Voice of Grace Australia Inc.

can’t do in Manila. It was definitely a well deserved break! is a registered tax-deductible
: Australian Charity, fully run by

13 Aussie volunteers.

BRIGHT( )
LIGHTS

LEARNING CENTER\\

CONTACT DETAILS
secretary@voga.org.au

3 Zephyr Ct
Birkdale QLD 4159 Australia

Website:

https://voga.org.au/

DONATE TO VOGA

SPONSOR A STUDENT

All giving to VOGA is tax deductible. If you are an annual sponsor, this month is
the time to give. For others, you might consider giving a once off gift to enable
more urban poor youth to be impacted.

Thank you so much for your generous support over the past year. It is only with
your help that we can be an avenue of change for our students.

For questions email Treasurer, Andrew Cresswell: finance@voga.org.au
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As a young child, Robert never had the chance to start school. However, managed to learn
some basic reading and writing by selling alphabet pamphlets. While waiting for his
customers, he practiced reading with the help of his friends.

Four years ago a Bright Lights staff member met Robert, who asked him a question. “Does
Bright Lights accept someone like me? | am too old and | have never even been in a
classroom” To his surprise, the answer was yes! Bright Lights welcomed him and with only
minimal reading and writing, Robert took his opportunity.

Robert’s hard work was inspiring. In his first year, he successfully passed the portfolio
assessment for Elementary. Encouraged by his progress, he pushed forward and
completed Junior High School through another portfolio assessment in 2024, moving to
Senior School.

Away from school Robert’s life was difficult. His mother had
mental health struggles and was blind through cataracts.
The two of them they lived under a tarpaulin in the corner of
a truck parking area. To support them both, Robert worked
at a computer shop at night as a watchman. Many times, he
would attend school without a single hour of sleep. The shop
couldn’t afford to pay him but gave them meals to get them
through the day.
US sponsors raised money through our partner, Koz
- ; i International, and helped build a tiny house for Robert and
Robert’s old home }; _f his mother. They live on the ground floor and are able to rent
s S out the room above them for more income.
Robert IS about to start Grade 12, studying mechanics. Life has improved, but he is still
juggling school and his job at McDonald’s. His mother has had eye surgery, and her
mental health has improved dramatically since her sight has been partially restored.
Despite all the hardships, Robert remains grateful. He slowly but surely is building a better
future—one step at a time. The motto of VOGCM/Bright Lights is “Changing precious lives
one by one” and Robert has experienced that in action.

Robert’'s new home

THEME: “kabataang Pilipino Para sa Matatag
na Kinabukasan ng Bagong Pilipinas”
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Thank you sponsors for making this life changing
work among urban poor youth possible
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