VOGA NEWS

Partnering to bring hope and change to
precious lives — one by one.

WE HAVE A NEW SCHOOQOL!!

Many talented young people in the Philippines lack access to
quality education. Poverty is a major contributor to this. Recent
Philippine Government statistics estimate that over 9 million
youth between 10 and 24 years old have not completed their
education. For many of these, they will remain locked in poverty
without an education. But there's hope!

Bright Lights Learning Center has added another school to their
amazing work among urban poor youth. Bright Lights Valley Golf
is in ANTIPOLO, Rizal and it began in February with an intake of
3 students and it began to grow quickly.

Bright Lights is partnering with Kids International Ministries (KIM)
a multi-facetted ministry who run a large school without capacity
for ALS catch-up education. KIM is providing the space to run a
new ALS school for out of school youth need catch-up education. Voice of Grace Australia Inc.
We look forward to seeing this school flourish. is a registered tax-deductible

— Australian Charity, fully run b
R e y, fully run by

13 Aussie volunteers.
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SPONSOR A STUDENT

BRIGHT LIGHTS ENROLMENTS ARE GROWING

The first 3 months of 2025 has been a busy one for Bright Lights staff and students
as they worked towards the finish the school year at the end of March.

2024-25 enrolments  What a wonderful impact your giving has had this year
ALS 156 EXTERNAL (includes Yr 11 & 12) 168 COLLEGE 58

TOTAL STUDENTS ENROLLED IN EDUCATION PROGRAMS 382



mailto:voiceofgraceaustralia@gmail.com
https://voga.org.au/
https://voga.org.au/donate/
https://voga.org.au/sponsor-student/
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Kylie & Terry Peterken Visit

Kylie and Terry Peterken from Queensland have been long term sponsors of the work at Bright
Lights. In 2016 Terry was able to visit the work but Kylie has never been to Bright Lights before. In
January this year they finally had the opportunity to visit Bright Lights together. Below is some of
the letter they sent to VOGA.

In January we got to visit the Bright Lights Learning Center. It was a first for me, although Terry
had been in 2016. | was so excited to finally be getting the chance to see the work at the Center
and have time with our current sponsor child. Right from the start of planning our trip, the whole
team were so helpful, organising transfers for us, arranging for us to stay at the Care Center, and
to visit the school. This mad our trip so easy.

When we went to the Bright Lights Learning Centree | was overwhelmed with how friendly and
welcoming everyone was. Even though we have been sponsors for a very long time, to visit and
see the work that the school does makes it all seem real. The students did a special welcome for
us, led by teacher Cathy and they even managed to get Terry up participating in a traditional
dance. It was so lovely to see that the school honour customs of the Philippines within the
students schooling.

Terry and | spoke to the students about our lives and our work history. Terry did say he wasn't the
best student at school but managed to redeem himself by telling the students that when you finish
school, if you work hard you can be your own boss and run a successful business. One student
asked Terry about his motivation in life and he explained -"To not have to struggle through life but
also be able to give back and help others". | also spoke to the students and did a make-up
presentation to the girls, which they seemed to really enjoy. All the students were interested to
talk to Terry & I, and we were so impressed with their manners and respect for their educators and
seeing how happy they all were it was beautiful to witness.

| cannot recommend visiting the school enough. You can support from a distance but once you
see the school in action and the children all around the area, you grasp how great the need is to
try to eradicate poverty one student at a time,

Our plan is to return to the school in 2 years for our sponsor child’s College graduation and
hopefully have a bit of a holiday with him after all his hard work. Visiting the school has been such
a blessing to us and we feel changed for the experience. Thank you Bright Lights and | am
forever grateful to my dear friends Rick & Maria Bell for their vision.

Terry & Kylie Peterken (QLD Australia)
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Yummy meal waiting Terry & Kylie with their College Kylie conducting a
at the Care Center sponsor student, Rhed (Michael) makeup class

TRIPS TO THE PHILIPPINES
If you would like to make a trip to the Philippines to visit
the Bright Lights project, please contact Maria Bell.

Email address: bookkeeper@voga.org.au



bookkeeper@voga.org.au
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Quarterly Highlights

JANUARY - BIBLE MONTH & EXAMS

Throughout the Philippines there are spiritual emphasis months in schools. Bright
Lights students and staff enjoyed fun activities that enhanced their Bible knowledge,
their language skills and their awareness of others, as they continued with their
catch-up education in all subjects.

A number of students had the opportunity to sit their ALS exams which enables

. T3 &
Preparing for Exams Exam day with staff

FEBRUARY — TRUE LOVE WAITS
Among urban poor Filipino youth, relationships and children often come at a young
age, often locking them into a poverty cycle. When students enrol at Bright Lights
they are encouraged to concentrate on their studies and put their energies into
education as a way out of poverty. They are taught to think carefully about personal
relationships and to wait until study is finished before entering into lifetime
relationships. The “True Love Waits” program reinforces this every February as it
coincide with Valentines Day.

END OF FINANCIAL YEAR IS APPROACHING

All giving to VOGA is tax deductible. If you are an annual sponsor, this next 3
months is the time to give. For others, you might consider giving a once off gift
to enable more urban poor youth to be impacted.

Thank you so much for your generous support over the past school year. It is
only with your help that we can be an avenue of change for our students.

For questions email Treasurer, Andrew Cresswell: finance.voga@gmail.com




4|Page

MARCH - 2024-25 FINAL MONTH

The school year finished for students on March 28™". As the year came to its
conclusion, students worked hard to complete units of study, compile portfolios,
reflect upon the past year study and consider their goals for the 2025-26 school
year. It has been a very successful year for them and some students are now
waiting for the results of their ALS exams

Teacher Omar with students Students Wlth Pastor Will

PINJARRA SENIOR HIGH UNIFORMS

In 2019 a decision was made by Pinjarra Senior High School in Western Australia to
change their sports uniforms. However, this large school had many brand new
uniforms left in their uniform shop. These uniforms were donated to Voice of Grace
Australia and were taken to the Philippines.

Bright Lights Learning Center was given quite a lot of these uniforms and through
2024-25 the students were able to wear this clothing to school as their uniform for 2
days every week. The staff & students of Bright Lights are so thankful for the
generosﬂy of Pinjarra Senior High School in donating these hlgh quality uniforms.

Voice of Grace Australia Inc. (VOGA) is a registered Australian Charity with
Australian tax-deductible status. To DONATE click the button on the first page.

VOGA is run by 13 Aussie volunteers and we support the work of Voice of Grace
Compassion Ministries (Bright Lights Learning Center) in the Philippines.

Email president@voga.org.au e us ol Regular updates on Voice

Website: voga.org.au ﬂb of Grace Australia FB
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