VOGA NEWS

Partnering to bring hope and change to
precious lives — one by one.

A Terrific Year ends

A SUCCESSFUL 2023-24

The 2023-24 school year came to an end in April and we
can celebrate some great successes by our students
across the whole Bright Lights program.

2023/24 ENROLMENTS
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Voice of Grace Australia Inc.
is a registered tax-deductible
Australian Charity, fully run by
13 Aussie volunteers.

CONTACT DETAILS
voiceofgraceaustralia@gmail.com

3 Zephyr Ct

Birkdale QLD 4159 Australia
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An inset was made to complete the picture &
| Full staff photo for this year is in the next newsletter.
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Website:
https://voga.org.au/

DONATE TO VOGA

Bright Lights wonderful staff. It includes 6 previous Bright
Lights students who gained degrees and one High School
graduate. We are so grateful that these diligent students
graduated and now work for their old school.

2023-24 ALS PASSERS

The ASL program grew well this year, with classes starting at the new school in Boso
Boso. Instead of external examinations, all ALS students are now required to submit
a portfolio of work for assessment. The Education Dept sent a team to assess
portfolios and to conduct validation tests for all students. This year 46 ALS students
(17 Elementary and 29 Junior High) passed the Portfolio and validation, enabling them
to graduate to the next level.

SPONSOR A STUDENT



mailto:voiceofgraceaustralia@gmail.com
https://voga.org.au/
https://voga.org.au/donate/

Some nghllghts since December ~ *'"**°

Mapping
communities

for out of
school youth

~ 2FREE DENTAL MISSIONS Feb 2024

’ Free Tooth Extraction
& Dentures for 600

BRIGHT
LIGHTS
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Juvilyn Colasito Mary Anabelle Ranalan : Car!o Mapa _
Bachelor Science in Administration  Bachelor of Science in Entrepreneurship Bachelor |nET:chr:|_caI ‘g’_l?:é'g“al Teacher
June 10, 2023 August 2023 l::a lont (2 i )
ADMIN AIDE ACCOUNTING ASSISTANT TUEQX::HER
Veterans Memorial Med Center UCC Ueshima Coffee Phils, Inc.

Scholastica de San Alfonso Inc. (Private School)

ARE YOU INWESTERN AUSTRALIA?? CASHFOR CANSIS FOR YOU!

VOGA has signed up for the Cash for Cans program in WA. You can

support the work at Bright Lights by nominating us as the beneficiary
of you cans & bottles when you recycle them.

Just quote our unique number: C11067768

If you have an idea for fundraising, please let us know



Graduation 2023-24 Saturday June 8tH°°

Our Alternative Learning System (ALS)
Graduation Ceremony was fantastic. Australian
founder of Bright Lights, Rev Rick Bell, attended
17th Commencement and addressed the graduates. President of
Exercises VOGA, John Coman, and his wife, Mrs Maria
Coman, represented all our Australian
sponsors. They were able to encourage and
thank graduates for their hard work. The theme
for the Graduation (translated from Tagalog)
was “Filipino youth for a strong future of the
new Philippines”

(308 Elementary Graduates
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Mrs Letlet Erese, Founder Rick Bell
& Principal Cather F. Cipriano (\

There were many tears and
much joy as students and
families celebrated their
success in graduating. There
are many more photos that
have been posted on the
Bright Lights Learning
Center Facebook page.

Voice of Grace Australia Inc. (VOGA) is run by 13 Aussie volunteers and we
support the work of Voice of Grace Compassion Ministries (Bright Lights Learning
Center) in the Philippines. All travel to the Philippines by VOGA members is
funded personally and not from sponsor donations

VOGA is aregistered Australian Charity with Australian tax deductible status and
all donations above $2 are fully tax-deductible

If you require any information, please contact our Sponsorship Coordinator
Rick Bell at: sponsorship@voga.org.au




Aussie visitors 4|Page

In the past few months there have been a number of Aussies who have visited the Bright
Lights schools in both Manila and Boso Boso.

Chris and Wendy Webb are long term sponsors and personal friends of Bright Lights
founder Rick Bell. They spent 4 weeks visiting various parts of the Bright Lights project,
meeting students, getting to know staff, and gaining a better understanding of the work of
Voice of Grace Compassion Ministries Philippines. They were amazed at the breadth of
the work and its impact upon the lives of urban poor youth and their families. They were
also able to contribute to some mentoring, training and encouragement of local students
and staff members. Amongst all this, they did manage some great tourist time.

Rev. Rick Bell recently returned to the Philippines after a long absence from Bright Lights.
He spent 2 months helping, teaching, and building relationships with students and their
families, as well as the 13 staff at Bright Lights. He even gained some weight from the
many meals he shared as he used his amazing gift of encouragement.

Rev. John Coman (VOGA President) and his wife Maria are also long term sponsors and
regular visitors to Manila. They arrived in Manila just in time for the Graduation Ceremony
on Saturday June 8" and both of them were overwhelmed by the life changes that have
become available to many because of the gift of education.

The motto of VOGCM/Bright Lights is “Changing precious lives one by one” and this
Graduation season is direct evidence of that motto in action!

If you would like to make a trip to the Philippines to visit the Bright Lights project,
please contact Maria Bell. Email address: bookkeeper@voga.org.au

Chris & Wendy Webb
# g

“ohn & Maria Coman

Thank you sponsors for making this nﬁﬁ@ @h@ngﬁm\g
work among urban poor youth possible

END OF FINANCIAL YEAR GIFTS

To all our sponsors, especially Annual Givers, just a brief reminder that you
have less than 3 weeks to take advantage of the 2023-24 tax year.

Thank you so much for your generous support over the past school year. It is
only with your help that we can be an avenue of change for our students.

For question email Treasurer, Andrew Cresswell: finance.voga@gmail.com




