
 

VOGA NEWS 
Partnering to bring hope and change to  

precious lives – one by one. 

December 2023 

A Time of Growth  
INCREASING STUDENT ENROLMENTS 
Since the start of the new school year in June 2023, Bright Lights 
and its extended programs have increased the number of young 
people in poverty gaining access to education. In July the number of 
students enrolled was 289 but that has now risen to 348 with 3 more 
waiting to enter the College program. 
 
December Enrolment for 2023/24 
 Total ALS Students     127 
 Total External Students  162 
 Total College Students    59 
                                                       348 
 
NEW STAFF MEMBERS 
As the school grows there is need for new staff. This year they have 
been able to add two previous Bright Lights College graduates to the 
Bright Lights team.  
 
In June, Mabelle Cano began 
as the teacher at the new 
Boso Boso school in the 
mountains outside Manila. In 
2021 Mabelle graduated as a 
teacher and she passed her 
Teacher's Licence in 2022. 
 
 
Lucy Mae Esoy graduated as a teacher in 
2021. She has been working as a Dental 
Assistant for over a year. Lucy Mae joined 
the Bright Lights Team in October as an 
Executive Assistant.            

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

Voice of Grace Australia Inc.  
is a  registered  tax-deductible 
Australian Charity, fully run by  
12 Aussie volunteers. 

    CONTACT DETAILS 

   voiceofgraceaustralia@gmail.com 

    
   3 Zephyr Ct                          
   Birkdale  QLD  4159 Australia 

 

   
   Website: 

   https://voga.org.au/ 

 

 

 

DONATE TO VOGA 

Voice of Grace Australia Facebook 

If you have access to Facebook, check out our Facebook page. This 

is a great spot to keep up to date with what is happening with the 

Bright Lights Project. It is updated regularly with photos, videos and 

the latest news, with links to the Bright Lights Facebook as well. 
 

 

Mabelle & her students 
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The new school year began in June at Bright Lights Village East and Bright Lights 
Boso Boso as well as state schools for our external students and Colleges for our 
tertiary students. Since then, there have been a lot of learning activities, graduations 
and celebrations in both schools.  
Graduations have included adult learners graduating ALS High School, two new 
College graduates (total now of 75 Graduates with Degrees since 2010), ALS 
students graduating from Elementary to High School and ALS High School students 

graduating from High School to Senior High. 

Visiting teams taught geography, history and customs & traditions about their own 
nations. As well their were special classes for First Aid, Sport and Conversational 
English. Staff attended Professional Learning Classes to improve their delivery of 
the ALS program and their general teaching skills. 

Special Emphasis Days created variety in learning. United Nations Day was a big hit 
as students and staff got to dress up and research various countries around the 
world. Cooking Competition was also a favourite as students not only prepared 
dishes but got to eat them as well. 

Thanks go to the talented and flexible staff at Bright Lights, led by Director Reylita 
Erese and Principal Cathy F Cipriano.  

 

  

 A Time of Learning & Celebration    

Thank you for your continued support of VOGA and our project partner 
in the Philippines, Voice of Grace Compassion Ministries (VOGCM).  

You make it possible for the ongoing projects of the 2 Bright Lights 
Learning Center Schools, CARC (Care & Resource Center) the 
livelihood work of Threads of Hope International and all the relief work 
arising from the many poor communities from which the Bright Lights 
student are drawn. 
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Over the past 3 years visitation to the Bright Lights Project has been limited due to 

COVID. This year that has changed, and Since September 4th there have been 4 

teams from the USA and 3 teams from Australia visiting Bright Lights. Most of these 

stayed at the Care Center, boosting income for the upkeep and sustainability of the 

units. Teams interacted with students and staff at both schools, visited families in 

the poor communities, donated computers and phones and encouraged the Bright 

Lights team. Some visitors also used their expertise in training team members and 

teaching at the school. One Australian team included 5 Senior High School students 

from Kalgoorlie.  

OVERSIGHT AND FUNDS USAGE 

Most members of Voice of Grace Australia have visited the Bright Lights project this 

year, seeing first-hand the wonderful results provided through the support of the 

Australian sponsors. All Voice of Grace members are volunteers and there are no 

paid staff or rented premises. All visits are personally funded, ensuring that 

sponsorship money goes into the project rather than into large VOGA overheads. 

  

 A Time of International Visitors 

First Aid class is fun 

Student homes 

Student homes 

Aussies sharing  

at CARC 

Kalgoorlie team lunch 
Student homes 

Jeep ride VOGCM Board &  

VOGA Treasurer 

VISITING TEAMS 
Sept 8-19    VOGA Team including VOGA Treasurer 
Sept 22-Oct 3  KOZ International Board of Trustees (USA) 
Oct 4-12  Neil & So Jeong Shuker (VOGA Members) 
Nov 8-13   Allegiant Filipino Church (USA) 
Nov 11-14  Steve Stillman (USA) 
Nov 18-29  Goldfields Baptist College Team, Kalgoorlie WA 
Dec 2-19  City South Church (USA) 

If you are interested in visiting the work of Bright Lights Learning Center  
please contact VOGA President: John Coman   Email: president@voga.org.au 
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A Time of Christmas Celebration 

 
Voice of Grace Australia Inc. (VOGA) is a registered Australian Charity with 
Australian tax deductible status. To DONATE click the button on the first page. 
 
VOGA is run by 13 Aussie volunteers and supports the work of Voice of Grace 
Compassion Ministries (Bright Lights Learning Center) in the Philippines. 

If you require any information, please contact our Sponsorship Coordinator  

Rick Bell at:    sponsorship@voga.org.au 


