VOGA NEWS

Partnering to bring hope and change to precious
lives — one by one.

A Successful Year Ends

In the Philippines the school year finishes in March/April
and resumes in June. The past 12 months have seen much
success and growth in the work of all the Bright Lights
programs: Catch-up Education for out-of-school youth at
the Bright Lights Learning Center; Catch-up Education
through Modular learning for those unable to attend Bright
Lights classes; External students in a number of
government schools (Elementary, Junior High and Senior
High); College students studying various degrees.

STUDENT NUMBERS 2022-23

BRIGHTY(
LIGHTS |

LEARNING CENTER\\

Internal Students ALS Program Total 115
On Site Modular _ Voice of Grace Australia Inc.
El_ementary - 11 15 = 26 is a registered tax-deductible
High School - 76 23 = 99 Australian Charity, fully run by
12 Aussie volunteers.
External Students Total 124
Elementary 32 (15 Boso-Boso)
Junior HS If you require any information
G_rades 7-10 39 (3 Boso-Boso) e TR ’
Senior HS
Grade 11 33 voiceofgraceaustralia@gmail.com
Grade 12 20 (1 Boso-Boso)
College Students Total 42 3 Zephyr Ct ,
1st Year } 19 (6 Boso0-Boso) - Birkdale QLD 4159 Australia
2nd Year - 6
3rd Year - 4 .
4th Year - 2 R
oJT - 11 (On Job Training) https://voga.org.au/
DID YOU KNOW?

With the help of our faithful sponsors, Bright Lights
is now in 2 locations (Village East and Boso Boso)
and has their highest student enrolments since the
school began with only 5 students in 2003.

SPONSOR A STUDENT

DONATE TO VOGA

KEEP UP TO DATE WITH VOICE OF GRACE AUSTRALIA ON faCEbDDI(
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' VOGA — Has DGR status!

Bﬁéﬂf‘sG Voice of Grace Australiais now endorsed as a Deductible

N Gift Recipient. All donations $2 and greater made
| directly to VOGA are tax deductible.

Exciting news! VOGA has registered with the Australian Charities and Not-for-profit Commission
(ACNC) as a Public Benevolent Institution and is now endorsed as a Deductible Gift Recipient.

This means that you no longer have to pay through World Relief Australia (WRA) for your
donation to be tax deductible and instead can pay directly to VOGA. We want to thank World
Relief Australia and all their staff sincerely. We have appreciated the support, advice and
encouragement that WRA has provided, especially through Dianne Harris-Miles and Don Van
Cooten. They have been a fantastic support and partner to the Bright Lights Learning Center
Project in order that Sponsors might have tax deductibility. This partnership was first with CAMA
Services and then, since 2018, with VOGA. We have utilized their endorsement as a DGR to
provide tax deductibility to sponsors of Bright Lights, however a 10% administration fee was
charged on each donation to cover their costs.

Because VOGA is run by volunteers our operating costs equate to 2 - 3% of donations which
means almost all of the monies received by VOGA are sent to VOGCM to support Bright Lights
and other community development projects.

If you are currently sponsoring through WRA, please redirect your donation directly to VOGA.
You can do this by either visiting our website www.voga.org.au or clicking on the buttons on the
bottom right-hand side of the front page of this newsletter.

External Students

One growing area in the work of Bright Lights is External Students. These are students from poor families
who we help complete their education in the local Government schools rather than drop out of schooling.
At the end of the 2022-23 year Bright Lights had 124 External students in Elementary, Junior High and
Senior High. Senior High external students also includes students from Bright Lights who have passed
their Junior High ALS. Senior High External students who pass their final exams may apply to Bright
Lights for sponsorship to enter the College program.

External Elementary

DID YOU KNOW?

In 2010, our current Principal, Cathy F Cipriano, became the first Bright Lights student
to graduate from a University. This was an expansion of the Bright Lights vision of a
life changing educational journey for urban poor youth to include Tertiary training.

In December 2022, Camille Duran from the San Buena community became the 70%
Bright Lights student to Graduate from University.

Lives changed, families changed, communities changed.



http://www.voga.org.au/
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BRIGHT LIGHTS
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Language month

BRIGHT”\, September
LIGHTS% ~ Literacy Month!

United Nation Month | gt
October

VOICE OF GRACE COMPASSION MINISTRIES,INC.
Bright Lights Staff 2022

Thank you for your continued support of VOGA and the work our project
partners in the Philippines, Voice of Grace Compassion Ministries (VOGCM)
who run and manage the projects of the Bright Lights Learning Center,
CARC (the Care & Resource Center) and Threads of Hope International. To
quote the Director of VOGCM, Mrs Reylita Erese “Without your help the work
we do in changing lives would not be possible. Thank you so much!”
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BOSO BOSO

Bright Lights is now running schools in two locations. The first is the original Bright Lights Center at
Village East, and new school is in Boso Boso, in the mountains outside Manila. This is an area
where a number of urban poor families have been relocated by the government, including some of
our students. We now have catch-up students, external students and College students in this area.
Recently the Cells Alive Church began a new church in Boso Boso. After purchasing a 450sg/m
property they were able to build a church with funding from Korean friends. This church building will
also be the home of the new Boso Boso Bright Lights Learning Center from June 2023.

New Bright Lights 922
Boso Boso location

Mabelle
Cano

In June, the Boso Boso Bright Lights Learning Center will begin the year with a new teacher.
Teacher Mabelle Cano is a Bright Lights student herself. Mabelle graduated as a teacher in 2021
and passed her teacher licensure exam in December 2022. Mabelle’s perseverance and strong
character became very clear as she continued studying through a number of disasters that gave
her every excuse to quit her studies. In 2019 her house in San Buena burnt to the ground along
with 800 other dwellings. Over the next 4 years there were floods, COVID lockdown and trying to
study online when classes were not available face to face. It is a pleasure to see this tenacious
young woman join the team of Bright Lights as the Boso Boso teacher in the new school year.

Sponsor Visit = Simon & Cindy

Wagg, ACT

At the start of the school year Pastor Simon
and his wife Cindy, of Horizon Church from
the ACT, met up with their sponsored
students and the staff at Bright Lights.
Horizon has sponsored two girls, Danica and
Demi-Rose Gercan, who needed a place of
care and safety while studying. The
sponsorship included all educational costs
and the cost of living at the Care and | 1 Z _
Resource Center (CARC). Danica recently | . o | B ) "‘

raduated with a Degree in Psychology. = . 5
J g y 9 Danica & Demi-Rose with CARC Family ///)
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ATTENTION ANNUAL GIVERS

Now is the time to give in order to take advantage of the 2022-23 tax year
Please use the BN\ I=RMEORY/®I€TN button on the first page.

If you have any queries, please email our VOGA Treasurer, Andrew
Cresswell: finance.voga@gmail.com




