VOGA NEWS

Partnering to bring hope and change to precious
lives — one by one.

MERRY CHRISTMAS

Every Christmas we remember the amazing miracle of God's love.
God the Father loved us so much that He sent His only Son down
to earth in the form of a lowly child who was named Jesus. A child
who would grow up and whose purpose was to give us the gift of
eternal life. In response to this gift of life, the passion to help others
saw the beginning of the work of Bright Lights 19 years ago. This
ongoing work would not have been possible without others coming
alongside us.

As we wish you a heartfelt Merry Christmas and a Prosperous New
Year, the members of Voice of Grace Australia and the staff of
Bright Lights learning Center are so thankful for your partnership
with us as we seek to bring hope to those who have been trapped
in poverty. Your giving this year has made a significant change in
the lives of many who are now able to break the poverty cycle.

e Out of School Youth (14-25yrs) have been able to complete
their Primary and Lower Secondary education.

e Students living in informal communities have been enabled
to attend government school from Primary through to Senior
Secondary

¢ Adults have now also joined in on catch-up education

e Students have been able to study at Tertiary institutions and
earn Degree level qualifications

¢ College graduates have passed Professional Licensure
exams

Jovy to the world the Lord is come,
Let earth receive her King

CONNECT WITH VOICE OF GRACE AUSTRALIA ON facebuok
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Voice of Grace Australia Inc. is a
registered Australian Charity fully
run by 12 Aussie volunteers.

If you require any information,
please contact our Sponsorship

Coordinator, Rick Bell, at
sponsorship.voga@gmail.com

PO Box 556
Pinjarra, WA 6208 Australia

Www.voga.org.au

SPONSOR A STUDENT

DONATE TO VOGA


https://voga.org.au/sponsor-student/
https://voga.org.au/donate/

MA_AN AGUILAR

Ma-an Aguilar is the sister of our lead male teacher,
Renan Aguilar. She came through the Bright Lights
program and graduated from College as a teacher
in April 2021. Her life seemed on course for great
success as she prepared for her Teacher Licensure
exam in the midst of a COVID pandemic. Then
things changed drastically!

In early July 2022 she felt some numbness and
tingling in her feet. Within a week she was
paralysed below the waist. Within 2 weeks she was
paralysed from the chest down with serious pain in
her back. The diagnosis — tubercular spondylitis —
and infection in her spine. This caused a severe
compression and a crack in her T2 vertebrae. The
prognosis was permanent paralysis or even death
without immediate intervention.

It was decided to put her in a private hospital and to
raise the finances through our partners here and in
the USA.
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The first operation on August 13" cleaned the
spinal chord. 9 days later she was able to wriggle
her toes! On August 26", a 12 hour operation
completed the cleanup, placed titanium rods along
her spine and support for her T2. On September 6"
Ma-an moved to the CARE Center with physical
therapy 3 times a week. Within 5 days she was
standing with that therapist. A week later she was
moving her legs freely while sitting in a wheelchair.

On the 2" October Ma-an sat her professional
teaching licence exam while in a wheelchair,
despite still being in recovery

Ma-an began to use a Zimmer frame to help her
walk. She progressed to a quad walking stick and
was able to climb stairs by late October. Ma-an is
now walking freely and standing unaided. She
recently spoke about her ordeal to a youth
gathering and attended the Bright Lights Christmas
Party.
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LICENSURE EXAMINATION FOR PROFESSIONAL TEACHERS

CONGRATU[ATIONS!- ?

AGUILAR, MA-AN C.

Licensed Professional
Teacher

Your financial support for Ma-an’s operation and recovery has
been a true lifeline for her. Ma-an and her family wish to

express their deepest gratitude. Her brother, teacher Renan
Aguilar, said “Thank you for extending help for my sister's
operation. God bless you more than you could ever imagine.”




FIRST GRADUATES VISIT AUSTRALIA

Bright Lights now has 68 College graduates, but
in late October, the first 3 College graduates from
the Bright Lights program arrived in Australia for a
31 day visit, thanks to the generosity of some
VOGA sponsors who paid their airfares and for
their activities while visiting.

Cathy Felicilda-Cipriano and her sister Daisy
Felicilda-Basilo were working in a sweatshop
when Pastor Rick Bell (founder of Bright Lights)
offered them an opportunity to study to become
teachers. Renan Aguilar entered the Bright Lights
catch-up education program as a 16 year old who
had only completed Grade 4 education and within
2 years was studying at College.

Cathy is now Principal of Bright Lights and Daisy
now lives south of Manila and is a business
owner and published author. Renan is the Senior
male teacher at Bright Lights.

During their time in Australia, they visited 4 cities
and their surrounding areas Most of their time
was spent as a holiday with only 1 sponsors
meetings being held in each of the cities they
visited - Brisbane, Sydney, Canberra and Perth.

In the words of Principal Cathy “This is a trip that
| never, ever thought | would have an opportunity
to make. It was amazing. WOW?"”

GIVING

Without tax deductibility:

(you may also do this by clicking the links on the first page of this newsletter)

Account: “Philippines Work Specials” BSB: 064050 A/c No: 10061312
Please note your surname & first initial in the deposit. (SmithJd would be John Smith)

Tax deductibility:

All tax-deductibility giving goes through World Relief Australia. If you have already registered with them, then
give to the project 1723 VOGA. If you have not registered with them, please email our Sponsorship Coordinator,

Rick Bell.  sponsorship.voga@gmail.com




