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  June 2022 News 

Partnering to Bring 
Hope and Change 
To Precious Lives  

- One By One - 
 

Normally school would finish in March/April and resume in June. However, the School 
Year in the Philippines has changed its starting dates a little due to COVID over the 
past 2 years which means school will be starting later. However, Bright Lights started 
last week. There has been discussion with the Dept of Education about a possible 
return to face-to-face teaching at the Bright Lights Learning Center facility soon. 

VOGCM (Voice of Grace Compassion Ministries Philippines) continues to offer catch 
up education for out of school youth at the Bright Lights facility. Others are supported 
in their education in the public school system and some are continuing to do Diploma 
& Degree programs at University (College).  

The Director and Principal of Bright Lights have been conducting enrolment interviews 
for catch-up education and there are presently 17 new students and 3 continuing from 
last year. Two of these new students are parents who have enrolled with their children, 
something that is new for Bright Lights. Ongoing interviews are anticipated. 

In May there were 

6 new graduates, 

giving VOGCM a 

total of 17 College 

graduates for 2022. 

This is the result of 

perseverance and 

hard work by each 

of these students. 

Individual photos 

can be found on 

the VOGA 

Facebook page.  

Haide Edis 

B.S. Bus. Admin 

 

Alfred Cadampog 

B.S. Computer Sc. 

 

Rowella Reyes 

B.S. Bus. Admin 

 

Aira Merciales 

B.S. Hospitality 

 

Kyle Merin 

B.S. Criminology 

 

Benjamin Lazarte 

B.S. Criminology 
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ALS CLOSING CEREMONY 2021-22 
As the 2021-22 year closed, Bright Lights held 

its closing ceremony for our ALS (Alternative 

Learning System) students. There were 31 

students finishing the year with 21 graduates (19 

High School and 2 Elementary). The Education 

Department theme for the graduation was “K to 

12 Graduates: Pursuing Dreams and Fostering 

Resilience in the Face of Adversity”. Bright 

Lights was honoured to have Mr Antonio Zaylo, 

Dept Education ALS teacher, as their graduation 

speaker. A special part of the ceremony was a 

video message from Pastor Rick Bell who was 

the Bright Lights founder and is now the VOGA 

Sponsorship Coordinator. 

Honours students & staff 

Award presentations 

Dept Ed Guest Speaker 

Mr Antonio Zaylo 

2022-23 NEW ENROLLEES ORIENTATION  

A BRIGHT LIGHTS LEARNING CENTER NEW YEAR 
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Voice of Grace Australia Inc. is a registered Australian 

Charity fully run by 12 Aussie volunteers 

 

If you require any information, please contact our 

Sponsorship Coordinator Rick Bell at 

sponsorship.voga@gmail.com 
  

END OF TAX YEAR     
Some of our wonderful sponsors give annually, while others give throughout the year. If you are an 
annual sponsor, now is the time to give to get the tax benefit for this year. For other, there is also 
opportunity to give a once off gift on top of your normal giving. 

Without tax deductibility:  

Account: “Philippines Work Specials” BSB: 064050   A/c No: 10061312   
Please note your surname & first initial in the deposit. (SmithJ would be John Smith) 

Tax deductibility:  
All tax-deductibility giving goes through World Relief Australia. If you have already registered with 
them, then give to the project 1723 VOGA. If you have not registered with them, please email our 
Sponsorship Coordinator, Rick Bell. sponsorship.voga@gmail.com 

WHO ARE VOGCM (Voice of Grace Compassion 
Ministries Philippines)? 
Many of our long-term sponsors have seen the work 
in the Philippines grow from its roots of 5 students in 
2003. However, the work is now much more than 
just running a school and the whole work is run by 
Voice Grace Compassion Ministries. 
The various parts of this work are: Bright Lights; the 
Care & Resource Center (CARC); Threads of Hope 
(TOH); Disaster Relief work; the COVID feeding 
program; community care and outreach into urban 
poor communities.  
The responsibility the planning and oversight of 
VOGCM is held by their Board of Trustees (see the 
pic to the right). The members of the Board are Mrs 
Reylita (LetLet) Erese (Director), Rev Noel Erese 
(Board Member), Mr Elmer Guitierrez (Treasurer).  
VOGA has a representative on this Board, our 
President Rev. John Coman. Koz International (our 
USA partner of VOGCM) are also represented by 
their Director, Mrs Melissa Young.  
The Board calls upon Rev. Mark Young (previous 
VOGCM Director) who acts as an Advisor in 
planning and organization. 
VOGCM Trustee meetings are held by Zoom – 
connecting Philippines, Australia and the USA 
(however, the Youngs are hoping to return to the 
Philippines in August 2022).  
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