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April 2022 Update

BRIGHT LIGHTS LEARNING CENTER UPDATE

The last 12 months at Bright Lights continued to be a great challenge to all involved in the Bright
Lights Project due to the COVID pandemic and its ongoing affects upon the Philippines.

VOICE OF GRACE AUSTRALIA INC

The 2021-22 school year has just finished and although our external and College students were able
to do a bit more face to face, the catch-up education among the squatter communities continued to
be almost exclusively through delivery and pick up of paper modules of work. Students in the Bright
Lights Learning Center catch-up education program came from San Buena Community and 10 other
small squatter settlements. One of these was the Boso-Boso community which was relocated by the
government last year into the mountains outside Manila. Staff continued to visit this community with
modules and have found that there is growing need in the Boso-Boso area due to this being a major
relocation region for urban poor communities from Manila.

Despite the difficulties involved in preparing, delivering, collecting and marking modules, the Bright
Lights staff have done an wonderful job in reaching out to these educationally at-risk students.
Principal Cathy F. Cipriano and her amazing staff have remained positive and seen fantastic results
for their efforts. Although they were not able to have exams and standard graduations, the Dept
Education allowed a portfolio presentation for 2019-20 and 2020-21 students. These were all
successful and in the past year there have been 2 virtual graduations for Bright Lights Students.

Bright Lights ALS Graduates Batch 2019-20 4 Elementary & 24 Junior High School
Batch 2020-21 1 Elementary & 25 Junior High School

All of this would not have been possible without the amazing support of our friends and sponsors
who have given sacrificially to allow this work to continue. Your giving has allowed this essential work
among urban poor youth possible, and we are immensely grateful for your partnership in making this
project a reality.

Voice of Grace Compassion Ministries, Inc.

BOSO"BOSO Community BRIGHT LIGHTS STFF 2021
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RECORD NUMBER OF COLLEGE GRADUATES (see the pic above)

Despite the restrictions of COVID, College students in the Voice of Grace Compassion
Ministries Philippines program continued to work hard. Some of their work was completed
online and some was face-to-face learning. Over the past year there have 17 students who
have been able to graduate. This is the largest group of College students graduating with a
degree since the VOGCM College program began. Out of this group of 17 Graduates, 10
are already employed which is wonderful result of their training, especially in a time of
pandemic and economic downturn. We are expecting another 9 graduates by December.

WHAT HAPPENED TO JOFFREY?

In 2017 we published a story by one of the
College graduates, Joffrey Poblete. His story
was called “From Fish Vendor to Licenced
Criminologist”

Joffrey completed his Criminology degree
but needed to do further practical work in
that area and went on to further Police
training. In August 2021 he gained a position
in the Quezon City Police Force.

Camp Crame Quezon City

- Patrolman
August 2021 to Present

BS Criminology
Batch 2017
27 ylo

Joffrey Poblete
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250 Noche Buena Pachages NOCHE BUENA
~ In the Philippines, the feast of Noche Buena

(the Good Night) is a meal held within
families on Christmas Eve. Across the
country the celebrations can be very lavish,
but for the poor it can be a struggle to buy
supplies for the celebration.

In December the Bright Lights Team
prepared and distributed 250 Noche Buena
parcels to students and their families,
helping them to celebrate the birth of Jesus
over a good meal with family and friends.

DISCIFLESHIP

WELCOME MARICAR . N
Maricar Ani is the latest of our College MQI"ICGI‘ Al’ﬁ
graduates to join the team at Bright
Lights. She is now the VOGCM New
Sponsorship Coordinator as well as the - Boohheeper
office Bookkeeper.

Maricar started as a student in the
Bright Lights program after moving
from the provinces to be with her
family in San Buena. She is a 2020
graduate with a Bachelor of Education.

THANK YOU ANNE

Many of our sponsors will know Anne Flores.
(many would know her as Annalou) Anne was
a Bright Lights student who lived in the CARE
Center with Pastor Will & Lyneth Verjom,
and she graduated with a Business degree.
After College she worked as the VOGCM
Sponsorship Coordinator, Bookkeeper and
Photographer but retired from that last year to
concentrate on being a mother to Clarion.

We are so grateful to Anne for her faithful
service to the Bright Lights community, and
wish her, Archie and Clarion God’s blessings.

THE NEW SCHOOL YEAR 2021-22 STARTS SOON

The Bright Lights staff are now on a very well-earned break after another challenging year. Our
admiration and thanks are extended to all the VOGCM staff who have again given way above and
beyond what would be expected in their normal teaching and admin roles.

The new academic year starts in June with hope that there will be some more return to face-to-face
teaching as well as modular paper delivery to students.

New enrolment interviews start next month.
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SEE MORE: We regularly post
pictures on the Voice of Grace
Australia Facebook Page.

THANK YOU MARIA COMAN

Maria has been the Sponsorship Coordinator for VOGA we took over the sponsorship work for Bright
lights in 2017.

She has worked hard to keep all sponsorship up t: catc and to answer any of the queries that our
wonderful partners have had concerning students, projects and any Bright Lights related questions.
Maria will remain part of VOGA but is stepping down from her role due to other family commitments.

Rick Bell will be taking over the role of Sponsorship Coordinator and that is reflected in the information
at the end of this newsletter.

WEBSITE UPDATE

The new VOGA website is nearing completion and will be launched soon. This site will have
background information and history of the Bright Lights and VOGA work, updates. videos, a giving
facility for non-taxable giving and links to our tax-deductible giving.

ANNUAL SPONSORS - END OF TAX YEAR TIME

A reminder that giving before June 30™ will be included in deductibility for this Tax Year

Giving with Tax deductibility:

All tax-deductibility giving goes through World Relief Australia. If you have already registered with
them, then give to the project 1723 VOGA. If you have not registered with them yet please email our
new Sponsorship Coordinator, Rick Bell, and he will reply with the details you need.
ricknmariabell@gmail.com

Find us on

Giving Without tax deductibility: facebeok

Account: “Philippines Work Specials” BSB: 064050 A/c No: 10061312 Hb
Please note your surname & first initial in the deposit. (SmithJ would be John Smith)

Voice of Grace Australia Inc. is a registered Australian Charity
fully run by 13 Aussie volunteers

If you require any information, please contact our Sponsorship
VOICE OF GRACE AUSTRALIA INC Coordinator, Rick Bell ricknmariabell@gmail.com
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