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  May 2021 Update 

Partnering to Bring 
Hope and Change 
To Precious Lives  

- One By One - 
 

The last 12 months at Bright Lights has been a great challenge to all involved due to the COVID 
pandemic and its ongoing affects upon the Philippines, most evident in the number of severe 
lockdowns during this time. 
The 2020-21 school year has just finished and through that year face to face contact was unavailable 
to most of our students. However, this did not stop our wonderful school staff from continuing to 
provide and education for students from the San Buena Community and 10 small squatter 
settlements in the area surrounding the school (one of which was relocated by the government to 
the mountain area of Antipolo – more than an hour away). Although some schools were able to have 
students work online from late last year, this was not possible for the students of the poor 
communities which Bright Lights serves. However, Staff compiled and delivered learning packages 
to the students at home, collecting them and marking them so that these students could continue 
their education – a very different type of teaching to that which they were used to doing.  
College students were able to continue their studies online due to the use of laptops and the school 
computer facilities (when the lockdowns allowed it to happen). Although Graduation ceremonies were 
not able to happen, a number of our College students were able to have virtual graduation, and we 
celebrate their success. 
All of this would not have been possible without the amazing support of our friends and sponsors 
who have given sacrificially to allow this work to continue. Sadly, many small schools across the 
Philippines have been closed, their staff have become unemployed and their students have not been 
able to continue their education. However, your giving has made this a different story for Bright Lights. 
Our students are learning, our teachers are still employed and people in poverty are bring given 
hope. We are immensely grateful for your partnership in making this a reality. 

 
The greeting on the right 
came from Mrs Reylita Erese 
(Let-Let), the Director of 
VOGCM. She would like to 
express her thanks to all who 
are involved in helping 
through VOGA.  
However, many of us believe 
that the real superheroes are 
Director Let-Let, Principal 
Cathy and the team of 
teachers and support staff at 
Bright Lights. They do an 
amazing job in difficult times! 
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More details about some of these students can be 
found on Voice of Grace Australia Facebook page 
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FOOD COOPERATIVE 
VOGCM has helped the San Buena to set up a small 
Food Cooperative that enables people to buy cheaper 
rice. At the same time, it provides a small income for a 
number of families. The Cooperative has 110 Members 
and each invested 5 kilos of rice to seed the project. 
 
COVID FEEDING UPDATES 
COVID 19 continues to be a major problem in the 
Philippines. Throughout the past 14 months, VOGCM 
has been able to complete 13 major food distributions, 
helping over 750 families who are living in urban 
poverty. Thank you to those who gave specifically to 
this food distribution program. Without external help, 
many of these families would have struggled to survive, 
with no work, no food and no hope. 
 
 

DISASTER RELIEF  As well as the current COVID Food Distribution, VOGA & VOGCM continue to 
provide disaster relief within the communities from which we draw our students. In the past 6 
months these have included help after fires, floods and a typhoon. Aid has been given in a number 
of squatter communities, There has been in the form some rebuilding, basic cleaning equipment, 
teams of workers to help in clean-ups and food aid.  
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ANNUAL SPONSORS - END OF TAX YEAR TIME    
Giving before June 30th will be included in deductibility for this Tax Year 
Giving with Tax deductibility:  
All tax-deductibility giving goes through World Relief Australia. If you have already registered with 
them, then give to the project 1723 VOGA. If you have not registered with them yet please email our 
Sponsorship Coordinator, Maria Coman, and she will reply with the details you need. 
mariacoman.voga@gmail.com 

Giving Without tax deductibility:  
Account: “Philippines Work Specials” BSB: 064050   A/c No: 10061312   
Please note your surname & first initial in the deposit. (SmithJ would be John Smith) 

HOW TO HELP FEED PEOPLE DURING COVID 19 
Please put “COVID” in the description when you give for the Food Distribution Project. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

SEE MORE: We regularly post pictures and 
videos of the work of Bright Lights on the Voice 
of Grace Australia Facebook Page.  

      

Voice of Grace Australia Inc. is a registered Australian Charity 
fully run by 13 Aussie volunteers 

 
If you require any information, please contact our Sponsorship 

Coordinator, Maria Coman.  mariacoman.voga@gmail.com 
 

COMING SOON   We will soon 
have a Voice of Grace website and 
a Video channel.  

THE NEW SCHOOL YEAR 2021-22 STARTS SOON 
The Bright Lights staff will soon be on a very well-earned break after a tumultuous year that brought 
challenges they never thought they would have to deal with as teachers and admin staff. They have 
all given way above and beyond what is in their normal roles and we want to thank them for their 
amazing caring hearts, flexibility and resilience. Our internal Bright Lights students are not able to 
take their ALS exams but the government has allowed them to submit portfolios that showcase their 
schoolwork. Our teachers are currently preparing those documents.  
The new academic year starts in the 3rd week of June and there is still much uncertainty. However, 
VOGA and VOGCM are committed to ongoing provision of education and support for young people 
trapped in poverty. Thank you for partnering with us in this endeavour 

Cleaning 
equipment 

Aerial view of flooding 
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